Undercover

Behind the sleeves with: Verve’s A Storm In Heaven

When: June 1743
Where: Thor's Cave, Manifold Valloy,
Biaffordshire

Why: Hichard Asheroft and co
charged photographer Michael
SpenoerJones writh the tesk of
cdming upwith asuitable image
fortholr debat @lboam., '] wanted to
dio something with a
cave,” says Jones, who
want an toshoost the
aovars of Cagin” Hrel thnee
albuma, “Richard was inio
the ided.” Cue s lengthy
hike argund tho Peal
Dristrict for Jones and
designer Brian Cannon.,

SYMBOLISM

e sloove is loaded
with hidden meining
"Tho whole arlwoark is
a progression through
1ife,” pxplains Jones
*T'he cave 18 about
hirth - jt's very womb-
like. Thers'sa
AT o tha

biick of the booklet,
ana then & shol

of television

= gdplescence

and middle age
roapectively. Cn the
back cOvErisa man
slandingina
frravevard. Meaning
ilealh, obwiokaly.

THOR'S CAVE

The dikioot high cave has o gory past, Acoording o legend
siphth-sentury martyr S5t Bomram Lleft his pregnant wife
here while he went 10 find a midwile. only to find her
devoured by wolves when ho returnaed. “[ stumbled across it
whon [ was out walklng with my garlfriend,” says Jones, “[t
was the perfect location for what | had inmind.”

METAL LOGO

The hand wanted their name (the “The" prefix wasn 't added until
the rollowing year) (o bo part of ihe cover shotl, rather than added
allerwards. Jonok asked & weldér frnend Lo constrac the name in
iron, then set it on fire. =1t wae pretty unwieldy. and o roal paamn to
cart &ll tho way up to the cave,” says Jonés, “T'm not sure what
happened Lo the letters, | think they just got thrown away.”

FIGURE

"Iithought the
photograph really
naedad sorme kimd
ofsulsle human
element toit," &ys
Jonen of the ghostiy
silhowueile in the
cARE pantranes, " The
figure also Lles
inwith the idea of
birth, mnd the cave
beding awomb"”

The e wis
aetually the father
af afriend of (Fontman
Ashorofl

FIRE
In gpdisr to mddke surg
the band's logoe wasn't
los, Jones and
Cannon opled towrap
the letiors in wick
from ol lamps, dousd
them in parallin and
put nmatch to it all
“T had to set flre to
them lairly rapiaiy.”
shysJones, "By the
time wo got to the
E, thi W vk lel Rt
frone ouk.” As forthe
danpers of using large
amounisof paraflin
wstartafire ina
confined spaoet
Health and safety
WS s.n_':uu.rh.l:hl||J.',I W
aohoge not toworry
about,” says the
photograspher.




